Being organic farm certified for 25 years makes
Graeme Reid a pioneer in organics and he says if done
right, the results will reward well.

Thinking about building a new home? Platinum Homes
is your local trusted name in home building. And because
we're locals too, we know what makes a great kiwi home.

Like this fantastic Platinum Homes Barcelona - a 225m2 statement in class. A
well appointed design with practical features makes this home perfect for life-
style owners or in rural settings. Three large bedrooms plus study (or fourth bed-
room) and a superb modern kitchen/dining area flowing through to a separate
lounge offers plenty of room to move. An under cover entrance makes life easier
during winter with a double garage giving ample storage space. A great home.

And remember, every Platinum Home carries a 7 year independent Homefirst
Builders Guarantee, when you choose Platinum Homes you build with confidence.

Come into our Napier Showhome to discuss your needs with our friendly team,
or alternatively, if you can’t make it in — call us and we'll arrange a Platinum
Homes consultant to come to you - no obligation, free of charge.

Don't forget to ask us about finance too, you'll be

surprised with what we can save you.
Platinum Homes - home building, we've nailed it!

platinumhomes

NEW ZEALAND

i Gisborne Sales Centre:

i 75 Peel Street, Gisborne
i By appointment

i Contact Riki 021 854 991

Rotorua Sales Centre

334 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua
Mon - Fri: 10am - 4pm.
Contact Warren 021 992 759

i Hawkes Bay Showhome:

i 95 Kent Tce, Napier

i Tues - Fri 10am - 4pm

i Sat&sun 11am - 3pm.
Contact Carolyn 06 344 9509

0508 PLATINUM (752 846)  q

www.platinumhomesnz.co.nz
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“I believe if you get it right,
there’s no excuse not to have a crop
that produces, maybe not quite as
well as a conventional, but the food
value is so much better, the keeping
is so much better and the taste is so
much better and the nutrition is so
much better.”

Graeme has made a career of
getting the soil right; making and
selling his own plant tonics, teas
and fertilisers.

“Number 233 was our certifica-
tion number. Now we're certified
on the property under the Asure-
Quality, but our input fertilisers
are certified by BioGro so that the
kiwifruit growers can use them.”

~ =

|I'-

Graeme has been mainly growing
tamarillos, of which he currently
has about 2000 trees, and his sec-
ondary crop is feijoas. He has 700
of these growing on ‘A’ frames.

“I have found I get more fruit
since [ started doing this and it cer-
tainly opens the tress up and makes
harvesting a lot easier.”

Table grapes

Graeme has now added a few avo-
cado trees and he is growing green
table grapes in a hot house.

“I market all ¢his fruit organi-
cally and in addition I consult to
about 300 hectares of avocado and
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kiwifruit on biological fertiliser
regimes. “So we design their base
fertiliser programmes and their side
dressings. And as well as that we
have a programme where we make
and inoculate their properties with
the correct biology — compost tea,
for example.

And then we have a foliar
programme for feeding the plants
through the foliage.”

The worm farm is another key
part of Graeme’s operation. It runs
the entire length of one of his
tunnel houses and has about a mil-
lion worms in it.

... continued

glicopters Rotorua v

for all your agricultural
applications including:

Phione 08001435

s

e Spraying for thistles,
ragwort, gorse,
broom+blackberry etc

e Specialised spraying for
facial eczema

® Crop spraying [ dusting
e Fertiliser spreading
e Seeding
® Frost protection
e Lifting
o Fire fighting [fire lighting
Equipped with the

latest DGPS.
Call David for a

FREE quote.

Can supply proof of
placement upon job
completion

We cover Bay of Plenty e Waikato  Coromandel & Central Plateau regions

PH 07 578 0030
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Lookmg after soil is the key

£0ntinued... v
Graeme’s worms go toxins that had apparently been
through about a tonne in the soil for decades.

of feed each week, but he John then suggested a course of

doesn’t just recycle waste radionics for the block, which

through them. involves the use of radio waves
“I'm specifically getting tuned to the right frequencies
in good quality feed for to ‘clean up’ toxins in the soil.

The results Graeme saw

were quite bizarre.

“When you do the detox

it comes up through the

/ soil and through the plant.

And tamarillos are really

sensitive. At first, after John

had done the clean up, you

~ would think that someone had

. flown over the property in a
plane with a load of hormone

| spray. I got all this distorted

them like organic cow
manure to get a good
quality of vermicast
and from that I make
a product called humic
confulvic acid using
hot water extraction,
which is one of my certi-
fied input products.”
Graeme also makes a
seaweed extract from
Norwegian kelp (asco-

phyllum nodosan), and growth and plants dying.”
compost tea. ,
“I breed biology up in ' Detox

tanks under control-
led conditions with
oxygen and temperature
and the growers do four
rounds of that per year on the orchard
floor with products like seaweed and fish
and humic acid and folic products to
feed the biology. So it’s like inoculating
the soil with biology as well as putting
out food for it.”

Graeme says the first ‘detox’ was
a general one that was done for a
" number of orchards at the same time.

He contacted John and another clean
up was done; this time specifically tuned
to his orchard.

“Within three weeks of that clean
up being finished my tams were away.
Further up the plants they still had the
distorted growth but the new growth
coming through was beautiful. So they
are on the mend, but it will really take
12 months to get them up how they
should be.”

Graeme is excited about how his block
will perform in the future now the
toxins have been removed.

“It should enable us to go where we
haven’t gone before and the orchard
should really start cranking.”

After 25 years as an organic farmer
Graeme s still intensely enthusiastic
about what he is doing.

He trained as an engineer, but says
when an opportunity arose to get onto

his grandfather’s land he seized it with

both hands.
“I didn’t fancy spending my life stuck
in a workshop all day.”

Toxins in the soil

Recently Graeme had an issue with
some of his tamarillos not going so well.

“They were doing alright, but they just
weren't humming along like they should
have been.”

Graeme called in Ewan Campbell of
Probitas, who ran some soil tests which
were in turn analysed by John Godwin
of Healing World, who found a lot of

By Ken Usmar
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Full Bay of Plenty
Coverage

8 Rural
#l Residential
# Commercial
12 years experience
Try this broker for I Ga A
cost effective solutions # NZ
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FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Disclosure document available

Having trouble
with your banker?

Phone 7 Days

07 533 1028
or 0274 813 838
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ELRS s Harvest Centre

www.claasharvestcentre.co.nz | www.landpower.co.nz

CLAAS Harvest Centre Bay of Plenty ¢ 292 Te Ngae Rd, Rotorua
Vaughn Carson: 027 223 3365 ¢ Chris Hughes: 027 223 3363

Llfestyle Buildings ¢ Rural Spemahsts Complete DeS|gn and Build
Lifestyle homes - Stables - Barns - Workshops - Light commercial
152 Great South Road, Takanini e PO Box 72 220 Papakura » P: 299 7855 » F: 298 7855 » www.econobuilt.co.nz




